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Welcome

Well last season is done with, and we are closer to the new season already.  Some things have happened which you may not have heard about yet, some things are going to happen which you need to know about, some things still aren’t happening.  As usual the rest is fiction.

Hayley Delivers

(quicker than John ever could)
On Sunday 22nd August, Hayley went into labour, and at 04.37 Laura Elizabeth made her entrance (or exit). Our newest club member weighed in at 4 pounds and 2 ounces, being a little earlier than expected.

Both baby and mother are fit and well, and it is expected that John’s wallet may take a dent, while bar profits soar, when he buys a beer for everyone.

Congratulations from the Bugle and the club.
Mr & Mrs

As you may have heard: after only twenty two years, Chris and Nancy successfully legitimised Mabel’s guardianship, by tying the knot last November. A grand affair, which was all rolled up into one disco, firework display, banquet and wine fuelled extravaganza.

Congratulations and best wishes from the Bugle and the club go to the happy couple.  

Work Party Invitation
Thursday work parties are a thing of the past, it seems.  With Peter Carr bearing the brunt of the strain, the members who attend are too few in number to keep up with the work the square requires.

For a start, last year the square had not received the necessary level of rolling, thank your maker for the large amount of rain, which kept the wicket soft, and safe.

Attendance to end- and pre-season work parties, and on Thursdays needs to improve dramatically, otherwise the square, and other club facilities, will fall into an unrecoverable state.  

Many thanks to Peter and the few, for their efforts in keeping the ground available for cricket on the common.

Make this your New Year’s resolution: Thursday evenings 7.00pm onwards: 

NO WICKET MEANS NO CRICKET.

Mechelen Tour

We now have a date for the weekend of 25th and 26th of June, for our long overdue pilgrimage back to Mechelen, Belgium.  For those few who are unaware of the fact, (and are still mystified as to how the bar makes such large profits each year), Mechelen are an extremely sociable bunch who grace our ground with their presence on tour most years.  Our last trip there was when our editor still had a motorbike, which makes it at least five and probably six years back.  So far we have six definitely indicating their availability, but we need at least 11 (!) so get those diaries out and mark the date.

The format will be a game on Saturday and on Sunday, timed to allow travel by Eurostar on Saturday morning and a return in good time on Sunday evening, although driving is an option, as is spending Friday night there too.  

All interested please contact Peter Bedell peter.bedell@btopenworld.com or Nigel Quinton quinton@attglobal.net  as soon as possible.

Where Did It Go?

OK, time passes, we all get a little older and slower in the field. So for those of you who weren’t paying attention, this is what happened.

We played thirty seven, winning seventeen, losing sixteen and drawing four, four games were called off due to wet weather, and four more due to player shortages. Lots of players enjoyed success, with bat, ball and in the field. Ten different players have scored more than 50 runs in an innings. Wickets are in short supply on the slow tracks we have encountered, but twenty nine of us have bowled at one time or another, and twenty three of the bowlers have taken a wicket. Thirty one players have held on to catches that passed their way.

Some players have been short in opportunity, batting or bowling. The captains will endeavour to balance the scales as much as possible in future seasons. 

Team selection continued to be a headache. Please remember that it is a members responsibility to supply availability dates to the team secretaries. John and Peter are both busy men, with work and expanding families, they cannot spare endless hours chasing people to play. A simple telephone call, or email, on your part can ease their burden and get you a game.

Bash At Miles’ Flat

Once again, the Bamville rabble invaded the sanctum sanctorum that is Miles’ flat. The event was well attended, and the fiery-haired opener kept us stacked full of bites and booze all evening. Special thanks go to Vanessa and Jane Price, who helped keep Miles in the kitchen for most of the evening.

Well done Miles, those chicken tikka savouries were among the finest deliveries of 2004, but when it comes to bowling, you can leave “serving it up on a plate” to Sanders and Bedell.

Indoor League Time Again

If  you are over 35, think you can run faster than Pec or Mukesh, or perhaps you are just dying to find that out for yourself, you need to play in the indoor league. Here’s Nigel’s report of how many people the “Cheetah Chemists” notched up on their running boots this time.

Well, our second year at this event chalked up a similar result to last, played 8 won 4 lost 4, and a respectable mid-table result.  But of the losses, only one was by a sizeable margin, and we could easily have won two of the others at least.  Darren will not need reminding how with 2 runs needed off the last 5 balls he contrived to miss every delivery but the last, which was caught at slip.  Aside from this nightmare he was easily our most reliable batsman.  The “Chemical Brothers (in law)” contributed as much with ball as bat, especially Pec, who was our top bowler (summer captains take note!).  Thanks to all who turned out, and we look forward to the strengthening of the squad with several about to reach the grand old age of 35 (yes that includes you, Phil!)

End Of Season Shorts
We’re finished, but what are the scores on the doors?

JUG DODGER’S LEAGUE

The table is finalised, there is a clear winner.

Late efforts were made by Bammers trying to snatch this coveted title, they included.

· P.Bedell 4-11 vs Kimpton, spell ended by “pulled” calf. (How he got that baby cow in his trousers I’ll never know)

· G.Divers 48 vs Chaseville, the canny vice put himself in at 8 to avoid the runs, but was soon amassing a healthy score, then he let some old dobber bowl him.

· R.Denny vs Studham, hit 3 sixes from the first three balls of some old dobber’ over, then padded the next three long-hops away.

But, the winner is…………………………………

ANDREW CRIPPS, who scored 49* against Mechelen, we needed 2 to win, Andrew needed a six for his fifty, but with extreme cunning the rotten bloke only hit a 4, leaving himself 49 runs, and a full wallet.

Top five placing.

A.Cripps 21pts. B.Norrish 17pts. Pec 16pts. R.Denny 12pts. G.Divers 11pts.

ANNUAL DINNER REPORT

We had a marvellous gathering at the OA’s rugby club. A much appreciated change from recent years at the hotel. Thanks to Geoff, Bonnie and Paul for organising the event.

“Who won what?” I hear you ask, well, I won a DVD player, but on the cricketing side of things.

John Smith won the batting trophy, same ol’, same ol’.

Andrew Cripps was awarded the fielding trophy, which he promptly dropped. Don’t worry Andrew, those shields and cups have been handled by Mr Bedell and Mr Carr many times, and they drop everything.

Chris Marshall, in conversation, remarked that he struggled with the enigma of the “Most Competitive Player” cup. What does one win it for? Well the answer is, whatever you did last season mate.

Nigel won the bowling award with his superior average and effort. Just as well because I’m short of shelf space, and I dread to think of the torment which two trophies would impose upon Chris.

CRICKETING SURVIVAL TIPS

The third in a series of articles designed to make your summer pastime less of a nightmare.

No.3 Winning the toss.

Here’s the trick, you don’t have to win the toss. Heads? Tails? It doesn’t matter, what IS important, is to tell everyone you LOST the toss, here are a few examples.

· Phil Smith: “We are fielding.” John Smith: “In this rain? Did you win the toss?” Phil Smith: “No”

· Mike Taylor: “We’ve been bowled out for 60, why did we bat first? Did you win the toss?” Phil Smith: “No”

· Peter Bedell: “We’ve bowled them out for 60, why did we field first? Did you win the toss?” Phil Smith: “No”

· Darren Oliver: “They scored 250, while we fielded in the rain, then we batted and were bowled out for 60. Did you win the toss?” Phil Smith: “No. You are Captain today.”

I hope the mists of cricket’s subtleties are clearing for you, more rubbish next time.

HOLES IN THE WALL

We’ve had the annual break-in attempt on the pavilion. Both front doors were damaged, and the kitchen window shutter was broken.

Thanks to Darren who has repaired what he could, and replaced the shutter, which is now on a hinge so one person can close it on their own.

The local constabulary interviewed Peter Carr at great length, some doubt was inferred as to his relationship with the club.  Apparently they think he may be some kind of criminal kingpin, and orchestrated the whole thing.

Not so ridiculous as it sounds for anyone who has seen him bowl at nets.

THE LAST BIT

See you at nets, Sundays 10.00am at Hatfield, Mondays 9.00pm at Redbourn.

REALLY THE LAST BIT

Don’t forget,

Please sign up to do a tea as soon as you can when the season starts.

Pay your subs promptly this season.

Get to nets soon.

NEXT ISSUE

Work Party Dates

Pre season news

Cricketing Survival Tips No.4

Holes in the wall: Local youths? Or Peter Carr?

Watch out for the special edition of this issue, in the pavilion soon.

Next Committee Meeting: 

This Thursday 3rd March, 8pm at Woollams (Old Albanians) – SEE ATTACHED AGENDA
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